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(J[N  WRITING ENGLISH

BY W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM
From The Summing Up

SOMERSET MAUGHAM is one of the great contemporary masters
of the easy, natural style in English. In this fascinating
passage he describes how he trained himself to write, telling
us which English models he tried, which he rejected and which
gave him most help. Every one of us who sets out to use this
wonderful vehicle for universal expression faces the same
problem, so we get much pleasure from this masterly
statement.

I HAVE never had more than two English lessons in my
life, for though I wrote essays at school, I do not remember
that I ever received any instruction on how to put sentences
together. The two lessons I have had were given me so
late in life that I am afraid I cannot hope greatly to profit
by them. The first was only a few years ago. I was spend-
ing some weeks in London and had engaged as temporary
secretary a young woman. She was shy, rather pretty, and
absorbed in a love affair with a married man. I had
written a book called Cakes aggN^^and, the typescript
arriving one Saturday morning, I asked her if she
would be good enough to take it home and correct it
over the week-end. I meant her only to make a note of
mistakes in spelling that the typist might have made and
point out errors occasioned by a handwriting that is not
%lways easy to decipher. But she was a conscientious